Feverfew--an antithrombotic drug?
The effects of an extract of the plant feverfew on the interaction of platelets with surfaces coated with human collagens of type III and IV (CIII, CIV), and on the integrity of the endothelial cell (EC) monolayer in perfused rabbit aorta were studied. It was shown that feverfew extract (FE) inhibited the deposition of [51Cr]-labelled platelets on both CIII and CIV in a dose-dependent way. Similar concentrations of FE were needed to inhibit formation of surface-bound aggregates in CIII and platelet spreading on CIV in both platelet-rich plasma and GFP. When aorta segments were perfused in situ with a physiological salt solution, the addition of FE to the solution protected the EC monolayer from spontaneous injury. The results indicate that feverfew may have antithrombotic potential in addition to its claimed benefit in fever, migraine and arthritis.